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            Vienna, February 2011

INVITATION  to CONTRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDING OF THE of INTERNATIONAL GLASS ALLIANCE

Dear friend of glass,

Following the so successful online PETITION of December 10th 2009 WHICH YOU KINDLY SIGNED IN SUPPORT OF MAINTAINING the first glass school in the world, founded 1856 in Steinschönau (Kamenicky Senov, North Bohemia), Peter Rath, fifth-generation and owner of J.& L. Lobmeyr Glass Company, and Amy Brabender, glass historian and Ph.D. Candidate in Art History at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, founded the independant, U.S.-based non-profit organization, the International Glass Alliance (IGA) in August 2010.  Its mission is to:
· Preserve the rich traditions of glassmaking and glass education in northern Bohemia; 

· Promote the region's standing as a vital economic, artistic and cultural center in the Czech Republic and throughout the world; 

· Serve as a platform for international exchange between artists, scholars, and students.

The International Glass Alliance will seek to promote Czech glassmaking traditions, glass education and international artistic exchange through three types of initiatives and programs including, Czech glassmaking study programs, professional developoment opportunities for Czech artists, students and faculty, and public educational inititiaves. We wish to work with all the regional schools, educators, students and faculty and hope to function as a resource for all the region's schools, studios and artists and as a platform for international dialogue between artists, students and scholars. This institute would build upon northern Bohemia’s existing rich history as a place of international crossroads, artistic excellence and innovation in glass and would assist in preserving the region’s long-standing traditions of artistic distinction and education in glass, help preserve this global heritage region and maintain it for future generations.We, in the international glass community, have the opportunity right now to rise to the challenges the glassmaking region races and develop creative, innovative solutions.  We believe the type of programs the IGA wishes to create is part of solution for the region and for preserving glassmaking traditions and education for future generations.  
We wish to ask   y  o u   to contribute to the establishment of our organization by donating € 100.- to the IGA.  IBAN: AZ452011129125922701  BIC: GIBAATWWXXX

At the ERSTE BANK, Vianna, Austria;  Peter Rath IGA

These funds will be put towards developing the IGA’s programs, renting building and equipment in northern Bohemia for our program’s classes and dormitories and instructor salaries.  For your generous donation, you will receive artistically printed Certificate, together with our proposal for possible first annual programme details. We will also be pleased to invite you become members of the IGA later this year when our membership categories with benefits have been established, Currently our website is under construction; until it is functioning we invite you visit the “European Society Light & Glass website,  www.lightandglass.eu, for updates on our organization’s progress.

As one of the last intact functioning glass regions in the world, northern Bohemia, with its complex network of schools, studios and factories, is an irreplaceable artistic and cultural asset not only to the Czech Republic, but also to the international glass community.  Glassmaking is part of all of our global cultural heritage. With your help we can work together to preserve these rich glassmaking traditions! 

Thank you very much.      Peter Rath, Treasurer IGA
